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HOUSE MAJORITY
POLICY PILLARS



Policy Pillars
Water
 • Conserve
 • Optimize
 • Preserve

Affordable Utah
 
 • Access to Childcare

• Housing A�ordability

 • State Employee Compensation
 • Tax Reduction

Education Modernization
 • Education Innovation
 • Educating for Tomorrow’s Jobs
 • Education Funding Equalization 

MAINTAINING THE UTAH WAY
 • Fourth Industrial Revolution
 • Transportation
 • Recreation

• Criminal Justice
• Utah Governing Utah

Generational Investments 

• Point of the Mountain 

• Inland Port 

• Rural Utah
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CONSERVE
Reduce the amount of water used throughout the 
state to maintain an adequate water supply as our 
population continues to grow.

268,000

EACH YEAR
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olympic sized pools
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If secondary
metering is 

implemented

260,000

 secondary connections

 in state

Secondary Metering: 
Key to our future water supply
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Utah is one of the driest and 
fastest-growing states in the nation. 
Strains on our water supply 
threaten our ability to thrive, our 
recreational opportunities, our 
environment, and our food 
supply. Securing reliable water to 
meet these needs sustainably for 
generations to come will require a 
significant, coordinated, 
statewide e�ort.  With this 
ever-increasing demand on a 
diminishing water supply, taking 
action to conserve, optimize, and 
preserve our water is more critical 
than ever.  

WATER
Every drop matters

2000

2021

1) Implement secondary water
     metering statewide 

2) Invest in agricultural optimization 

3) Invest in rural drinking water 
infrastructure

4) Preserve the Great Salt 
Lake and Utah Lake
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GREAT  SALT LAKE ELEVATION

Record High AVERAGE RECORD LOW

4211.65’ 4202.2’ 4191.3’
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Strategy for averting disaster
Keep water flowing Protect natural

infrastructure & habitats �������������
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Incorporate Great Salt Lake
into water budget and plan
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Invest in Water Control
Infrastructure
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Covering approximately 95,000 acres, Utah 
Lake is one of the largest freshwater lakes 
west of the Mississippi.

Utah Lake 
struggles with
pollution,
algae blooms, 
and a loss of 
biodiversity. 

$30M ARPA for projects that reduce agricultural 
water depletions, optimize value to producers, 
maintain instream flows, and improve water quality.

algae blooms POLLUTION BIODIVERSITY LOSS

UNDERUTILIZED ASSET
30x

4X

Area

Visitation
lower than

larger
than

Deer Creek
State Park

Deer Creek
State Park
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GREAT SALT LAKE UTAH LAKEPRESERVE
Protect Utah’s natural infrastructure by preserving and restoring the
Great Salt Lake and Utah Lake. 



OPTIMIZE

Uses 25% less water for the same yield
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Planning and investing 
for the future provides 
more certainty and 
opportunity for Utah’s 
rural communities 

OF UTAH WATER IS USED
IN AGRICULTure

Lining and covering canals prevents
evaporation and ground loss
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ARPA FUNDS

AFFORDABLE UTAH
Life elevated for all Utahns

Life is getting more expensive in Utah due to our state’s rapid 
population and income growth. Buying a home, raising a 
family, or settling into retirement in Utah is a dream that is 
becoming out of reach for many. The solutions to these 
challenges must come from everyone who has a stake 
in the success of our state in both the private and 
public sectors. As the public sector, we need to 
ensure local and state elected o�icials take the 
long view and consider regional and statewide 
goals as they enact policies that impact jobs, 
housing, and incomes. We must also identify 
and remedy government policies that have 
exacerbated these economic challenges to 
ensure current and future generations 
can a�ord to establish a life in Utah.

1) Align economic development incentives 
with housing needs

2) Reduce regulations that limit the availability 
and supply of a�ordable childcare

3) Evaluate statewide government 
employee compensation

4) Reduce the tax burden on Utahns
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HOUSING AFFORDABILITY ACCESS TO CHILDCARE
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UTAH’S ANNUAL MEDIAN HOME SALE PRICE
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Cumulative shortage of housing units IN UTAH 2010-2020

VS
BIG BOX

Current GOVERNMENT POLICIES 

incentivize
retail over residential houses 

���������
�	����
����
�	��������
�����

LOCAL TAX INCENTIVES

COUNTY
CHILD
CARE
GAP

NUMBER OF
CHILDREN
UNDER 6
w/child

care need

FACILITY
CAPACITY

Total number of Utah kids that do 
not have access to childcare

 98,482

Child Care Capacity by County UTAH CHILD CARE NEED AND CAPACITY

15
1,

58
0

51
,6

87

CHILDREN NEEDING CHILD CARE

FACILITY CAPACITY

12 13

��������������������������
�������
����

��������������������������
�������
����

2010

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Cumulative Gap

Current Year Gap



�������
�����������
���������
�������
����
����������������������������
������
��

�������������������������
������������
����
�����	��������
����������
�������
��������������������

Tax Reduction
������������������������������������������������������
�
�	�
�����
����������������
���������������������������������

­��������������������
��������������
�
	�
�
�����������
��
	���������
������������
�������
�������������
�����������
��	������
��������������
�����
���
���������������������
�������������������
���
����������
������
��������������������
�­¥����£�

tax revenue per capita 
¤�����

¤�����

¤�����

¤�����

¤���

¤�
��������������������������������������������������������¢�����������������£������������������

���������������������������
��
������������������������������������������
����

¤��� ¤��� ¤£�� ¤£��
¤����� ¤����� ¤����� ¤����£

¤����¢
¤�����

¤�����

17 LOWEST COMBINED
TAX RATE OF ANY STATE

TH

14 LOWEST COMBINED TAX
COLLECTIONS AS A PERCENT OF GDP

TH

�����
�������
���
�
��������
����
����������
������

������
�����������
��������������
������������������
�����������������
��
�����	������
�����������������
�����������
��������

����������

State Employee COMPENSATION
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State Employment Vacancies

8,621

The average
State Employee

salary is

12.6%
below market 83.7%

of State of Utah jobs are

below market
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Education Innovation
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1) Establish an education innovation fund

2) Align education pathways with 
career opportunities

3) Expand the critical workforce 
pipeline

4) Create equal educational 
opportunity for all Utah 
children

While we have seen many recent advancements in 
education policy and funding, there is always 
room for improvement. Utah must foster 
innovation in Higher-Ed and K-12 classrooms, 
change the narrative on allocating 
education funds to reflect outcomes-not 
algorithms, and work with our partners 
to ensure education is a pathway to 
employment and not a barrier. By 
doing so, we will further expand 
opportunities for students and 
educators to thrive in an ever 
changing and advancing world. 
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Education
Modernization 
Preparing students for a prosperous future



Educating for
Tomorrow’s Jobs
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28%
ONLY

of degree awardees graduated in 
high demand FIELDS

Education Funding
Equalization 
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Key Findings:

State Board of Education study
on school funding
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1) Align state and local economic development 
incentives with our key targeted industries

2) Sustainable revenue system for outdoor 
recreation 

3) Consolidate state outdoor recreation e�orts

4) Modernize state transportation funding

5) Safeguard Utah’s constitutional authority 
from federal overreach

6) Adjust criminal justice policies to promote 
accountability, reduce recidivism, and collect 
good data 

Maintaining
the Utah Way
Preserving quality of life in the face of growth

Over the last decade, Utah has experienced the fastest population growth in the 
country. While this growth has brought great success to our state, it also presents 
significant challenges. To maintain our economic vitality and top-notch quality of 
life, we must transition our focus from rapid expansion to a sustainable and 
consistent growth model by aligning economic incentives, enhancing and 
maintaining our recreational assets, and modernizing and investing in roads and 
transit. We also must rebalance and safeguard our state’s constitutional 
authorities and make adjustments to our criminal justice system to better serve 
the citizens of our state. By doing these things, we will ensure Utah remains a 
place for all to enjoy now and well into the future.

Targeted industries for economic development incentives:
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Harnessing The Fourth
Industrial Revolution
Boost Utah into the next generation of technological advancement and 
innovation by creating new opportunities and future-forward policies that 
align our workforce needs and incentives.
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ADVANCED
MANUFACTURING

AEROSPACE
AND DEFENSE

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

LIFE SCIENCES
AND HEALTHCARE

INNOVATION

SOFTWARE
AND IT

Fourth Industrial Revolution
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Align Economic Development Incentives: 

For years, our economic development strategy has placed 
an emphasis on building our economy and creating 

well-paying jobs. As our economy has grown, it is now 
time to re-evaluate ��� we grow, by focusing our e�orts 

on jobs of the future and building rural Utah.



Transportation
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Utah State-level
Transportation Funding Sources

1970 and 2020
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Utah Beginning to seE
divergence between road use

and fuel sales

20122011 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

���������������©

¥��
�����
������������©

THE RISE OF ELECTRIC CARS
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 can carry as many people as
A high quality rail or bus line
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a bus TRAX TRIP
 reduces emissions by

93%
compared to a
single-passenger
vehicle trip
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$32 million
in interest payments
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TRAINS EVERY 30 MINUTES TRAINS EVERY 15 MINUTES

SINGLE TRACK DOUBLE TRACK
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RECREATION
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UTAH GOVERNING UTAH
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GROWTH IN OUTDOOR
RECREATION SINCE 2019
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$9.85
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$145 MILLION

In recent years, we have seen a sharp increase in federal 
government overreach through battles over our state’s public 
lands, unprecedented federal government mandates, and 
overregulation. We must work to restore the balance between federal 
and state government rights and responsibilities. 
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                      – US Constitution-Amendment 10

Produced By:
Bureau of Land Management
Washington, DC., WO-210
(202) 452-5110
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Generational
Investments
Building a legacy

As the state looks forward, we have a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to make 
large-scale, strategic investments in key 
projects that will provide benefits felt by us, 
our children, and our grandchildren. By 
acting now with the same foresight shown 
by past leaders, we can invest a portion of 
our abundance today to ensure Utahns 
continue to prosper for decades to come.  

1) Ensure the construction of infrastructure at 
Point of the Mountain maximizes the return 
on our taxpayer funded investment

2) Strategically align Inland Port board 
composition with statewide goals

3) Expand investments and economic 
development opportunities in Rural Utah

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
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����������
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Over the past year, many categories of crime have trended upward.
HOMOCIDE RAPE AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
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Source: DPS - Crime in Utah

Absconding from supervision continues to be 
a problem and is o�en associated with 
substance abuse issues. Better treatment 
resources and increased accountability may 
divert people from the criminal justice system 
and reduce recidivism.

Source: CCJJ
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Utah is seeing fewer incarcerations, however, more 
supervised o�enders require intensive supervision, This 
increase in caseloads contributes to supervision failures and 
requires additional personnel. 

Source: CCJJ

Supervision Population
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INNOVATION HUB

Point of the Mountain
����
�����������
��������������������������������������
������������
������
����������������
���������
���������
��������
���������
����������
������������������������������������������

������
����
������������������������
���������
�	
	�����������
�

�	�����«�������
�������������������
������
��������
������������������
��������
�����
��������
������
��������������
����������	
���������
����
������
������������������������
���

Integrated, multimodal transportation 
system with a connected street grid 
and a high-capacity roadway

Extensive regionally connected biking 
and walking routes

Two transit stops located in strategic 
areas to maximize ridership and 
connect to FrontRunner

Future-focused transportation 
technologies including a connected 
automated vehicle circulator system

Transportation 
At The Point

A place that promotes a culture of creativity 
and ingenuity, attracts outstanding talent and 
investment, and facilitates industry and 
academic partnerships to generate and 
commercialize new ideas. 

Greenspace
River-to-Range Park connecting
the Jordan River to the Wasatch 
Mountains

Central Park that is the civic center
of the development and a site for 
regional events

Neighborhood parks in each section 
of the site and window parks 
providing views throughout the 
development

$72
Million

in shared
regional

investment 
generates

$2.7
Billion
in private

investment

Investment needS

28 29

RE
CENT TRAFFIC STUDY

PRISON SITE TO PROVO
IF NO INVESTMENTS MADE

28MIN
TODAY

86MIN
IN 2040
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Inland Port Rural Utah
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PERSONS PER SQ. MILE

400+ 20-400 1-20

Quality of life in
rural utah is unsurpassed but 

infrastructure IS needed to 
make working in rural utah 

a continuing possibility

Infrastructure 
needs for 

development- ready 
sites in Rural Utah

Wastewater

Water

Power availability
(Especially 3 phase power)

Telecommunication

Natural gas

Rail/Freeway access

Streamline economic 
development incentives 
targeted to rural Utah 
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In 2020, only 3 new EDC Utah 
projects in rural Utah involved 
new construction

Private developers cited 
higher risk and higher cost 
as key barriers to investing 
in rural Utah
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Crossroads of the World - 40% of US GDP Travels Through Utah
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Governance

Sustainability
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Over THE Next 30 
Years Utah 
Inland Port

Projected to 
Reduce Emissions 

18-21%

21% 18%

30 31����������������
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Water AFFORDABLE UTAH

Education
Modernization

THE UTAH WAY
FORWARD

Every drop matters Life elevated for all Utahns

Generational
Investments

Maintaining
the Utah Way

Preparing students for a
prosperous future

Preserving quality of life
in the face of growth

Building a legacy

Forward-Thinking
Principled

Collaborative
Responsible 


