[image: /Users/aundreapeterson/Desktop/Picture1.jpg][image: Macintosh HD:Users:ashersume:Desktop:Utah House Majority.png]
[image: ]
Page 6-9
Page 2-3
Session Overview
Education Funding
PolB
Page 4-5
COVID-19 

2020 LEGISLATIVE
Week 7

Page 2

[image: /Users/aundreapeterson/Desktop/C.jpg][image: /Users/aundreapeterson/Desktop/C.jpg][image: /Users/aundreapeterson/Desktop/C.jpg][image: /Users/aundreapeterson/Desktop/C.jpg]
Session Overview
The 2020 General Legislative Session has come to a conclusion. Many great things were accomplished over the span of the last 45 days. On the first day of the session, Speaker Wilson shared a video as part of his opening remarks to highlight some of the key policy areas we would work on during the session. We have accomplished those things plus much more. 

Health Care
PBMs 
HB 272 Pharmacy Benefits Amendment unanimously passed both the House of Representatives and Senate. This bill will significantly benefit Utahns by increasing drug price transparency and bending the cost curve on health care. 

Insulin 
Today, HB 207 Insulin Access Amendments unanimously passed the Senate. This bill will make insulin more affordable, and therefore attainable, for all Utahns. 

Outdoor Recreation
Outdoor Adventure Commission
We enjoy some of the best outdoor recreation in the world. We want to preserve and increase access to these wonders for future generations to enjoy.
HB 283 created the Outdoor Adventure Commission that would focus on:
· Strategic planning for statewide collaboration
· Stewardship to preserve assets for future generations
· Access for all Utahns

Infrastructure
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
HB 396 Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Amendments is an air quality bill that creates a public-private partnership with Rocky Mountain Power that invests in statewide electric transportation infrastructure. Studies show that our air is in fact getting cleaner, and we believe these pieces of legislation will continue to move the needle in big ways! 
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Session Overview

Point of the Mountain 
We funded the Point of the Mountain’s environmental impact study so further planning and work can take place. 

Double tracking front runner 
As the state continues to grow, we cannot continue to broaden roads. A comprehensive transit system is an essential aspect of our future. That is why we have funded the double tracking and electrification of the frontrunner to create more frequent and quicker trips.

Education
Higher Education
The legislature passed SB 111 Higher Education Amendments this session, another monumental bill that will transform our systems of higher education in the state of Utah. SB 111 will increase access to and opportunities for postsecondary education for all Utahns, create seamless education pathways for our students, from certificates to degrees, improve coordination and collaboration between institutions, and meet the needs of a growing population and a growing workforce. 

Public Education
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each year, lawmakers work to address education funding. This year is no different, as we have searched for solutions to create a stable and reliable funding source for our public education system. After working tirelessly with the education community, the legislature passed HB 357 and SJR 9. These two bills will help us better fund the needs of our state and help us better fund public education. Please read more about the proposal below and read letters and statements of support here:https://house.utah.gov/utah-lawmakers-and-education-stakeholders-make-historic-announcement/. 
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Bills Passed by the House: Week 6
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We are taking COVID-19 very seriously and are trying to do our part to reduce its spread. Thursday morning, legislative leaders released the following statement and took part in a press conference with the Governor, the state epidimologist, and leaders of our state’s education community. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
In an effort to protect Utah seniors, Senate President Stuart Adams and Speaker of the House Brad Wilson announced a plan to allocate over $24 million to bolster efforts by health departments and other organizations to prevent the spread of COVID-19 among a group particularly susceptible to the virus. 
“Utah has a rainy-day fund, a culture of preparedness and the best health care personnel in the country who specializes in infectious diseases,” said President Adams. “Elderly are at a higher risk and why we are funding programs to protect those most vulnerable. We have conquered similar challenges in the past and will continue to work together to overcome this while minimizing the burden to Utahns and our businesses. Our strong economy gives us the flexibility to handle this situation.
Prior to closing the 2020 general session, legislators will vote to include additional funding for: 
· $250,000 to Meals on Wheels, a program targeted to assist senior citizens
· $250,000 to the Food Box Program that provides 10 days worth of boxed meals to seniors 
· $250,000 in new home medical testing services to help minimize the spread of the illness
· $250,000 in home supportive services program for vulnerable populations
· $2 million for local health departments to create intensive response programs for seniors
These funds are in addition to the $16 million given to the Division of Finance and the $4 million taken from the Disaster Recovery Restriction Account. 
“All Utahns should take reasonable precautions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus,” said Speaker Wilson. “Health experts have warned that people of advanced age are at a higher risk of developing significant health issues as a result of contracting the virus. As county health workers and other organizations that care for the elderly are already doing great work, we want to ensure they have the funds they need to help seniors and others affected by the virus.”
Throughout the session, lawmakers considered potential options to give Utahns a tax refund or tax cut. Growing concern about COVID-19 and its potential impact on the economy led legislators to hold off on such a move, choosing instead to appropriate money for seniors and save the $80 million under consideration for the time being. 
Legislators are wearing white ribbons on the final day of the session to express appreciation for health care workers who are working on a vaccine, testing for the virus and caring for those infected.
Legislative leaders reiterate their support for the work done by the Utah Coronavirus Task Force and emphasize the importance for all Utahns to adhere to recommendations made by health experts, including frequent handwashing, avoiding unnecessary close contact, covering coughs and sneezes and staying home if you are sick.
COVID-19 Update

[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]




Page 6


Bill Title
Description of Bill
Bill Title
Description of Bill
Description of Bill
Bill Title
My Legislation

Education Press Conference 
[image: ] 
 


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:ashersume:Desktop:EVENTS.png]fForf[image: ]
For more pictures, check out our Flikr:
[image: File:Flickr Faenza.svg - Wikimedia Commons]


Follow us on social media! 
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Stabilizing Education Funding for a Better Tomorrow

Proposal to Reinforce Funding Supporting Public Education, Children & Individuals with Disabilities

Overview

* Income tax revenues are historically unstable. Although income tax revenues have grown steadily
during much of our current economic expansion, Utah saw a 12% peak in 2007 followed by a 10%
and 9% downward shift in 2009 and 2010.

* There is no dedicated system to protect education funding during economic downturns.

* There is a lack of safeguards to ensure enrollment growth is funded or to keep pace with inflation.
* The proposed solution modifies the constitution to allow income tax revenue to serve children and
individuals with disabilities while still protecting, stabilizing and growing public education funding.

* The proposal includes NO tax increases.

The Proposal

This Proposal Protects, Grows and Stabilizes Public Education (K-12) Funding

Protects ' o
—_) .« Moves Minimum School Program funding to a constitutionally protected account for
K-12 education - approximately $3.4 billion beginning in FY 2022.
- The constitution protects Uniform School Fund expenditures to ensure they are
dedicated to K-12 public education.

Grows
aﬂﬂﬁ - Automatically adjusts education funding for enrollment growth and inflation. Funding beyond
this base is appropriated through the regular legislative appropriations process.
- Includes enrollment growth and the annual inflation for the Minimum School Program in
the base budget, which includes the weighted pupil unit (WPU).

Stabilizes
@ - Reserves revenues to meet educational funding commitments (enrollment growth and
inflation) during economic downturns.
- Creates an ongoing public education budget stabilization account.
- Reserves a portion of ongoing revenue to meet future education needs
(beginning in FY 2022).
- Aims to sustain education through an approximate 24-month downturn.
* Increases flexibility at the local level by allowing local school districts to use current property
tax revenue for operational expenses during economic downturns.

‘ If voters approve the amendment This proposal will go into effect

Constitutional Amendment

Lets Utah Voters Decide
& * The proposal takes effect if Utahns approve it during the 2020 general election.

H Expands the Constitutional Earmark
< 5>  + Allows the use of income tax revenue to support services for children and individuals
U7 with disabilities.
- Such services includes social services that supplement educational needs, including
supporting the physical and mental health of students.
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Stabilizing Education Funding for a Better Tomorrow

Proposal to Reinforce Funding Supporting Public Education, Children & Individuals with Disabilities

Today Proposal

Automatically adjusts public education funding
to keep pace with growth in the number of
students and inflation.

Dedicates money for public education by
funding the Minimum School Program through
a fund that constitutionally may only be used
for public education.

Gives voters the opportunity to determine
whether to expand the use of income tax
revenue to support children and individuals
with disabilities.

Provides a safety net for public education X
funding to weather an economic downturn.

S KS

H.B. 357 Funding Specifics

Additional
6% W P U ﬁ%nggr:g?ﬂg\?ing to the
FY 2021 T.H. Bell Teaching

Scholarship
to retain teachers

s75 millioninan

education funding Funding
stdabilizatfion account enroliment

and a portion o o .

new annual revenue growth & inflation
deposited into the account (approximately 2.5 WPUs annually)

when available











image7.jpeg




image8.emf
CO ro n a Vi ru S Anybody who feels

sick, especially if the

(COVID- 19) symptoms include

The Utah COVID-19 Community Task Force is
actively monitoring the spread of COVID-19 on a
state, national, and global level.

To prepare for the arrival of COVID-19, Governor Gary R. Herbert
issued an executive order declaring a state of emergency on March 6.

A coordinated response is underway to limit the spread of the virus.
State and local government agencies are working with private sector
partners throughout the state to monitor illness associated with this
new coronavirus.

People at the greatest risk from the virus are

People over the People with underlying
age of 60 health issues

The best prevention measures are

S

O.
dl\e

regular hand washing limiting close contact

with other people
SHORTNESS OF

Updated information and guidance for prevention and treatment, can be found at BREATH
coronavirus.utah.gov.

Utah Coronavirus Information Line 1-800-456-7707 should limit their contact
CORONAVIRUS ROUGHT TO YoU BY with others and ca_II their

# OTarrs PUBLIC HEALTH healthcare provider.
UTAH.GOV DEPARTMENTS
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

UTAH’'S PUBLIC HEALTH
DEPARTMENTS

& UTAH DEPARTMENT OF

= HEALTH

March 12, 2020

Announcements from Gov. Gary R. Herbert, the
Utah COVID-19 Community Task Force, the Utah
Department of Health, and the Utah Association of Local
Health Departments

These proactive measures to limit the spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in Utah
communities are effective for the next two weeks beginning on Monday, March 16,
2020. At that time, the Utah Coronavirus Task Force will re-evaluate these
recommendations to determine the most appropriate actions we need to take as a state
to keep Utahns healthy.

Limit mass gatherings of more than 100 people if everyone in the group is
healthy, including church.

This includes gatherings such as church and religious services, concerts, conferences,
and other events or places where large numbers of people gather together.

This recommendation does not currently apply to public K-12 grade schools. We ask
that local school districts and schools with closely with their local health officers on a
case-by-case basis to determine if or when it is appropriate to close schools.

If you are immunocompromised or have underlying medical conditions which put you at
an increased risk for severe symptoms of COVID-19, you should not attend any mass
gatherings.

Stay home if you are sick. We ask employers for leniency and tolerance for employees
who are sick and need to stay home to help prevent the spread of this disease.

If you are older than the age of 60 or are immunocompromised, you should limit
your participation in groups of more than 20 at a time.

Anyone who is immunocompromised or who has underlying medical conditions which
puts them at an increased risk for severe symptoms for COVID-19 should avoid
gatherings with 20 or more people. This recommendation does not apply to businesses.

If you can work from home, we are asking business leaders to implement
teleworking as soon as possible.

Businesses should allow employees to telework immediately, if feasible. We encourage
business leaders to make teleworking available to as many employees as possible and
expand what they may already be doing in this regard.
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Long-term care facilities will have restricted or screened access.

Local health departments must protect our most vulnerable citizens. We ask that local
health departments work closely with long-term care facilities to restrict visitor access
and monitor employees and visitors for symptoms of COVID-19.

All Utah Systems of Higher Education institutions are ‘going digital’. Campuses
and campus services will remain open. Labs will still be held.

Encourage social distancing and travel restrictions for students, employees, and staff.
Restrict nonessential travel for employees. School-sponsored events and gatherings
should be canceled. Classes will be conducted online as immediately as possible

K-12 schools (public, charter, private) are being asked to prepare to close. There
is a 3 tiered plan in place for this, called “Ready, Set, Go.”

Closing a school is a local decision supported by the state and public health officials.
The decision to close a school should not be made out of fear or anxiety but rather in
close coordination with your local health officer. Do not close schools unless there is an
imminent threat to students and staff and in close coordination with your local health
officer. Additional guidance on school closures is forthcoming.

All school related out-of-state travel is canceled. Extracurricular activities will be
evaluated by local health officers in consultation with schools. Schools should begin
planning to postpone or cancel large school-sponsored events and gatherings, such as
assemblies, conferences, sporting events, etc. again, in consultation with their local
health officer. Consider staggering recesses, lunch times, and the start and end times of
school dismissal so students aren’t gathered in large numbers at one time.

Teachers and staff should amplify hygiene measures in the classroom such cleaning
high-touch surfaces regularly and having students wash their hands more frequently
before and after lunch, recess, etc.
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